A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
London were concerned, the support of the King in his coming
difficulty of the rebellions was strong, sincere, and united. The
rebellions, which were also invasions, were planned for Scotland
and for the south by Argyll and Monmouth in Holland. The
Dutch connived at their departure.
The Rebellions. Argyll sailed from Holland on May 2,
1685, landed on the west coast of Scotland, and issued a pro^
clamation against King James. He had little following, himself
being captured on June 17, and his last hundred men dispersed.
He was executed on the 3Oth at Edinburgh, showing great
firmness to the end.
Monmouth delayed; he could only scrape together a force of
eighty in one ship, but he counted on some measure of popular
support in the West, and he carried arms for five thousand. He
landed at Lyme Regis on June n. He issued a proclamation
that he was come to defend the Protestant religion, laws and
liberties of England, denounced James (whom he called Duke
of York) as a usurper, accused him of poisoning Charles II
(Monmouth's father), of setting fire to London, of idolatry and
other extravagances, and declared war on him. And he also
angled for support by promising to tolerate Protestant Dis-
senters.
In four days he raised 3000 men, but they were as yet un-
trained and of little value—in an outpost affair at Bridport even
the local militia had shown themselves superior to a rebel levy.
He declared himself King (under the title of James II), ordered
the dissolution of Parliament, and set a price on the head of the
real James II.
Besides the local bodies of militia the King had only thsee
Scottish regiments and 5000 regulars all told. Many of them
were needed for garrisons, especially in London. He sent Lord
Feversham with orders to hold Bristol, but to refuse battle.
Monmouth hesitated. He went slowly from one maiiet-
town to another, heard at Frome on June 27 of Argyll's failure,
and became anxious. In a secret council of his officers he pro-
posed to desert his army, reach the nearest coast, and fiy back
overseas, At Bridgwater on Sunday, July 5, he heard that
Feversham had marched out of Bristol, passed Somertoa with
his little force of some few thousand men (including a few good
cavalry and less militia), and was lying with the horse at Westoo,
while his infantry stood in front of villages at the edge of the

